
BECIiU W a LAND PROTECTORATE,

\o. of 193#.;

(Pr&mulgpfed 80th November,; 193#.)*

PROCLAMATION
IIy Ills E xcellen cy  t h e  H ig h  C o m m iss io n e r

Entitled the Evidence (United Kingdom, Foreign, Dominion 
and 'iCdlonial Documents) (BeeManalawi Protectorate) 
Proclamation, 193#.-

Whereas it is desirable to* make f urther provision with* respect 
to the admissibility m evidence in the Beekuanafland PSoteetof- 
rate of entries contained in the public registers of other 
countries and with respect to the proof by means- of- duly 
authenticated official certificates of entries'int such--registers 
and in consular registers and of other matters,;.

How therefore under and by virtue of the- powers, fn me 
vested I  do hereby declare proclaim .and, m ake;known as 
follows:.— ., . -

1. (i) The High Commissioner upon being satisfiedf with 
respect to any country that,, having, regard to the; law of that 
country as to the recognition therein oh public registers, of the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate as authentic records and as to the 
proof of the contents- of such-registers.-and. other matters 
by means of duly authenticated certificates issued by public 
officers of the Bechuanaland Protectorate, it. is* desirable in 
the interests of reciprocity to do, so', may, :with respect to 
public registers of that country and certificates, issued*, .by 
public officers therein, issue such a Notice as is hereinafter 
mentioned.,. . . .  ■ .

(2) A Notice issued1 under this section may provide that in 
all parts of: the Bechuanaland: Protectorate*—, ...

(a) a register of. the cquntry to, which, the.. Notice relates, 
being such. a. register , as is. specified, -in, the. Notice; 
shall be deemed, to Be ,a,, public register, kept, under, the 
authority of the law of. .that country and, recognized 
by the courts thereof as an, authentic record,. and to 
be a document of such a public nature as to be 
admissible as evidence: of the matters regularly recorded 
therein;

(8) such matters as may be specified in the* Notice- shall, 
if recorded in such- a register, be deemed, until the 
contrary is proved, to be regularly recorded1 therein*;

(e) subject 1o any conditions specified in the Notice and 
to any requirements of rules of court a document pur­
porting to. be issued in, the country*: to which the 
Notice relates as an official copy oil an entry in such 
a register as is so specified, and purporting to be 
authenticated as such in the manner specified in the 
Notice as appropriate1 in the case of such a register, 
■shall, without evidence as to the custody of the register 
or of> inability to produce* it and without any further 
proof, be received as evidence that the register contains 
such an entry;



(d) subject as aforesaid a certificate purporting to be given 
in the country to which the Notice relates as an 
official certificate of any such class as is specified in 
the Notice, and purporting to be signed by the officer, 
and to he authenticated in the m a n n e r  sneei-fied in

stated in the certificate;
(e) no official document issued in .the country to which the 

Notice relates as proof of any matters for the proof 
of which provision is made in the Notice shall, if 
otherwise admissible In evidence, be '-inadmissible by 
reason' bMy thdt it is- n o t  authenticated ‘by the process 
k n o w n .: as legalisation.

(3) Official books ,of ̂ record, preserved ,in a central iv-gistry 
and containing - ia a t i i fe i - 'C o p ie d !  f f e f f i  i f f ib r in a l  registers may, if 
those entries ware copied .by officials in the course , of their 
duty, theffiselves bd treated for  tlie'Vphfposes o f ' this section 
as registers,

,;{4): In : this section . the- expression: country -’1 means the
United Kingdom, a Dominion, the Isle-of Man, *any:>::of . the 
Channel Islands, a .British. Colony or Protectorate, a .Foreign 
Country, a Colony or Protectorate of a-Foreign Country,, or 
any Mandated,.'Territory;.;: ^provided- that.-,.where a part, o f  a 
country- is:, .under... both :,a local and- a ‘central, legislature.;, a 
Ndtiee . issiied funder: this section | may be -'issuad' -as-.-‘well with 
respect, toi that; part, as, with respect to- aB.fthe i.parts"junsler 
that - central iegislatureo

(5) For - the ; 'purpose': of 'this - Proclamation.,' the: term 
“  legalisation:,” - shall mean1 the act by fwhifehla' judge lot com­
petent Officer—sueh---asi',& 'n o t a r y ,  consul;magistrate- O r the 
like—authenticates a record or other matter in order that 
the ..samejlnay belaWfudy: read, in effidenee...■ -o' ... . !
J i--.t'6) ffihe'-H-igh Coiimissioiibr ‘.may vary ! o f :: f  stoke la iy  iNotiee 
previously'-‘ffiSued''-under ^this-'sebtioii.''1' ”f ' ;!‘ --.: ':--'f
- - :2; - In  • all:, parts .--of ; the-:- -Beekuaiialaad: - - B-f oteetorate - --entf -ies 

-ni’ade,-; -whether,-:'; before:;.-of.- afterJ:the- -.eommektsehient - of ■ -,the 
British-.,Natiohality.:,':an.d,f;.Sfatias '.ff :::Kliehsf.Kht,:.-i9l4:,; inf any 
register:;':kepjt.f;by, :»'n f offices - in. ithe:'-..diplomatic .br-fconsnlar 
service:.-oh'KW-fmajesty for'.'the..registrariohoofi the!;.births-iand 
deaths!' of;-British subjects1 -born oh dying, out bf fHih;Majesty’s 
dominions - may be'proved by"cer|afied copies-of such.'-entries-, 
'a-hd- the . copies :of:.:.-;any -.-fateh: entries! shall;,he leyidence. .of; -huy 
matters authorized:.;,ta:;--:be-:lnsertOid-. in - the,i.register..

3. :.ffihis'.':KfoeIamhtiphfffit;Jr! be “bWbd-- for; alI-,|pufposes.f!as fthe 
Evidence- !(United- Kingdom:; -Foreign, - Dominion, anld Colonial
Documents) :'!(Beehuandland -:Protebtorate) Proclamation, 1934, 
and Shall1!IdvCf foreelah&'take^'-ieffectf from  the-'date'' of - its 
publiOatioh t h e 'S t r i f e ,  1

fS-iven.:iin<|ef. ajid Seal.,at. Pretoria, this,.llCwenty-
airsffiii- - B uy ' p f I N o v e m l e t Q h e . f  th o u s a n d  - K in g  .h u n d r e d  - an d  
T h ir ty s fd u r ., ' ' f  l - ' f  f  -f 'ff f ,  '

Goto---S a t *  r a n .  K i n g .

'H,f.3hSTANLi5Yt,,-f, -
‘ f f f , Hugh! .Cohiittiss-ioner.

B y-C om m and. of.- .lhis-:: Excellency ; ' 
the fHigh; O o m h n ssio iieii: - -

f  m. .fn r a r io t .


